
The leadership of the  
Data Protection Commis-
sion (‘DPC’) is to be ex-
panded to a three person 
Commission, with current 
Commissioner Helen Dix-
on taking the lead role. 

In announcing the expan-
sion, the Department of 
Justice said that the DPC 
has performed its role 
effectively to date, but  
has evolved significantly 
since its inception and  
its increased working  
burden and investigative 
complexity necessitate 
the change.  

The process to select the 
two new commissioners 
will be undertaken by the 
Public Appointments Ser-
vice and the appointments 

will then be made by  
the government. It is  
expected that the process 
will take around six 
months to complete. 
There will also be a  
review of the DPC’s  
current governance struc-
tures, staffing arrange-
ments and processes. 

The expansion is in  
line with the recommen-
dations of a July 2021 
report published by the 
Joint Oireachtas Commit-
tee on Justice on the  
effectiveness of GDPR 
enforcement since 2018. 
The changes were also 
anticipated by Section  
15 of the Data Protection 
Act 2018, which provided 
for up to three commis-
sioners, to be decided 

upon at the discretion of 
the government.  

The three-person  
regulatory model has 
been tried and tested in 
several Irish regulators, 
including the Competition 
and Consumer Protection 
Commission, the Com-
mission for the Regulation 
of Utilities and the Com-
mission for Communica-
tions Regulation. A three-
person commission struc-
ture has also been legis-
lated for the new Corpo-
rate Enforcement Authori-
ty. The planned new Me-
dia Commission will also 
have three members with 
the potential to expand to 
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EDPB adopts guidelines on cases of 

strategic importance  
The European Data  
Protection Board (‘EDPB’) 
has adopted a set of  
criteria to assess whether 
a cross-border case will 
qualify as a case of strate-
gic importance for closer 
cooperation between  
Supervisory Authorities.  

The EDPB has also out-
lined details of the steps to 
be taken following identifi-
cation of a strategic case.  

Cases of strategic  
importance are primarily 

One-Stop-Shop cases 
that are likely to be high 
risk to the rights and 
freedoms of data sub-
jects in several EEA 
Member States.  

In order to identify a case 
of strategic importance, 
the EDPB says one or 
more specific criteria 
should be considered. 

The first criterion is 
whether there is a struc-
tural or recurring problem 
in several Member 

States, in particular  
where the case concerns 
a general legal issue with 
regards to the interpreta-
tion, application or en-
forcement of the GDPR 
and whether the case 
overlaps with other areas 
of law. 

The second is whether 
the case affects a large 
number of data subjects 
in several Member 
States.  
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